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Passing of Founding Partner Edward D.
Buckley

"Ed was not only a ferocious fighter for the civil rights of disadvantaged workers
but he was a generous soul—a compelling storyteller with an endless curiosity
and a love, respect and optimism who believed all human beings have the

capcity to do good works in this world," said Michael Kramer, of counsel to
Buckley Bala Wilson Mew.
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Buckley Bala Wilson Mew has announced that founding partner Edward
D. Buckley, a leader in civil rights and employment law, passed away
peacefully on Wednesday, March 19, following a battle with cancer.

From precedent-setting decisions and record-breaking verdicts to crucial
humanitarian work in Haiti, Buckley was remembered by close friends
and colleagues as an inspiring figure who earned admiration and respect
from attorneys across the nation.

"Ed was not only a ferocious fighter for the civil rights of disadvantaged
workers but he was a generous soul—a compelling storyteller with an
endless curiosity and a love, respect and optimism who believed all
human beings have the capcity to do good works in this world," said
Michael Kramer, of counsel, who joined the firm in 2010.

"The best trial lawyers are great storytellers, and Ed was so relatable. He
just had an internal joy that | think was just infectious to people, and |
think it drew people in," Kramer said.
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Fellow friend and firm partner Anita Bala called Buckley a lawyer "we all
aspired to be—fierce in the courtroom while building genuine
relationships with his clients" who brought a unique mix of intellect and
showmanship. He gave me passion for this type of work and was it just
an honor to work with someone like that. He always lifted me up. He's
just the kindest, most honorable man and lawyer | have ever worked for. |
couldn't overstate the impact he's had on my life and my career."

Buckley’s four-decade career focused on employment law and
constitutional protections for clients ranging from blue-collar workers to
chief executives. He was remembered as a relentless advocate for the
underdog who spent his career fighting on the front lines for those facing
discrimination, harassment and retaliation, often taking cases that other
shied away from.

"He was proud of the firm he built and all of the advances he made in the
law, because generally it's quite an uphill battle for plaintiffs in
employment law in this part of the country," Bala said. "What he built was
such a reputation of being a civil rights beacon. The courts respected
him, defense counsel respected him and he pushed the law forward for
plaintiffs."

Numerous cases reached federal district courts nationwide, including a
$3.47 million, record-setting verdict in Marshall v. Tital Wave in the U.S.
District Court for the Northern District of Georgia and the historic Bostock
v. Clayton County case, which reached the U.S. Supreme Court. Buckley
was also credited with the development of the "convincing mosaic"
evidentiary standard, enshrined in Smith v. Lockheed Martin Corp. in the
Eleventh Circuit, which allows plaintiffs to bring an overall story, or
patchwork, of employer conduct to demonstrate evidence of
discrimination on the job. "It has helped countless people move the ball,"
Bala said.

"He was so proud of our Supreme Court victory, and we had a lot of
victories in Eleventh Circuit and in district courts throughout the state.



The cases helped the firm become one of the biggest plaintiffs work and
civil rights firms in the Southeast, with many attorneys attracted to the
firm by his legendary status," Bala added.

Beyond his legal career, Buckley made a global impact through his
nonprofit organization, Water Life Hope, which builds sanitized water
stations to underserved communities in Haiti—totaling than 300 to date.
He also authored two books, "All the Way Home" and "Pope Hope."

Buckley Bala Wilson Mew will carry on under the same name in Buckley's
honor. In a statement, the firm said Buckley’s passing "marks the
conclusion of a remarkable life dedicated to justice, fairness and
compassion. His influence will continue to inspire future generations of
attorneys, advocates, and all those who fight for civil and human rights."

The Daily Report and Law.com recently announced that Buckley will be
honored with a Lifetime Achievement Award at its upcoming 2025
Southeastern Legal Awards in May. Buckley is also the recipient of the
Lifetime Achievement Award and Advocacy Award from the National
Employment Lawyers Association of Georgia.

In the days before Buckley passed away, he was asked at his bedside by
his longtime legal assistant Fatisha Martinez to share some of his life's
insights:

"From a very young age, Buckley’s parents instilled in their children the
importance of valuing and protecting human and civil rights," Martinez
noted. "Buckley frequently recalled that while growing up, the important
issues of the day were discussed at his family’s dinner table. Buckley’s
father, an accomplished lawyer in his own right, would host luminaries of
the Civil Rights movement in the family’s residence. There, they
discussed issues related to social injustice, as Buckley and his siblings
sat and listened. These moments were a guidepost for his life."

Asked what lasting mark he would like those who knew him to carry
forward. Buckley’s response was simple. “Be compassionate.



Compassion is not something you leave at the office. We need to find
places for compassion in all areas of our lives. Sometimes, compassion
and the need to fight overlap. You go to bat for someone and do
everything you can to help them whether you’re a lawyer helping a
client, a mother going to bat for her child, or a child on a schoolyard
standing up to a bully for another kid.”

NOT FOR REPRINT
© 2025 ALM Global, LLC, All Rights Reserved. Request academic re-use from
www.copyright.com. All other uses, submit a request to asset-and-logo-licensing@alm.com.

For more information visit Asset & Logo Licensing.

You Might Like

March 17, 2025


https://www.copyright.com/
mailto: asset-and-logo-licensing@alm.com
https://www.law.com/asset-and-logo-licensing/
https://www.law.com/americanlawyer/2025/03/17/eeoc-names-20-law-firms-in-dei-review/

20 Law Firms Face DEI Probe by EEOC

By Amanda O'Brien, Patrick Smith and Christine Simmons

(© 6 minute read

February 11, 2025

Claim Arbitrator Slept Through Hearings Isn't Enough to Toss
$1.5M Award Against Morgan Stanley, Fed Judge Rules

By Mason Lawlor

(© 4 minute read


https://www.law.com/americanlawyer/2025/03/17/eeoc-names-20-law-firms-in-dei-review/
https://www.law.com/dailyreportonline/author/profile/amanda-obrien
https://www.law.com/dailyreportonline/author/profile/patrick-smith
https://www.law.com/dailyreportonline/author/profile/christine-simmons
https://www.law.com/2025/02/11/claim-arbitrator-slept-through-hearings-isnt-enough-to-toss-15m-award-against-morgan-stanley-fed-judge-rules/
https://www.law.com/2025/02/11/claim-arbitrator-slept-through-hearings-isnt-enough-to-toss-15m-award-against-morgan-stanley-fed-judge-rules/
https://www.law.com/2025/02/11/claim-arbitrator-slept-through-hearings-isnt-enough-to-toss-15m-award-against-morgan-stanley-fed-judge-rules/
https://www.law.com/dailyreportonline/author/profile/mason-lawlor

February 03, 2025

Troutman Pepper Says Ex-Associate Who Alleged Racial
Discrimination Lost Job Because of Failure to Improve

By Amanda O'Brien

(© 6 minute read


https://www.law.com/nationallawjournal/2025/02/03/troutman-pepper-says-ex-associate-who-alleged-racial-discrimination-lost-her-job-because-of-failure-to-improve/
https://www.law.com/nationallawjournal/2025/02/03/troutman-pepper-says-ex-associate-who-alleged-racial-discrimination-lost-her-job-because-of-failure-to-improve/
https://www.law.com/nationallawjournal/2025/02/03/troutman-pepper-says-ex-associate-who-alleged-racial-discrimination-lost-her-job-because-of-failure-to-improve/
https://www.law.com/dailyreportonline/author/profile/amanda-obrien

January 29, 2025

Trump Fires EEOC Commissioners, Kneecapping Democrat-
Controlled Civil Rights Agency

By Greg Andrews

® 4 minute read

TRENDING STORIES

Lawmakers From Western New York and Downstate Say Shakeup of
Judicial Districts Is Needed

NEW YORK LAW JOURNAL



https://www.law.com/corpcounsel/2025/01/29/trump-fires-eeoc-commissioners-kneecapping-democrat-controlled-civil-rights-agency-/
https://www.law.com/corpcounsel/2025/01/29/trump-fires-eeoc-commissioners-kneecapping-democrat-controlled-civil-rights-agency-/
https://www.law.com/corpcounsel/2025/01/29/trump-fires-eeoc-commissioners-kneecapping-democrat-controlled-civil-rights-agency-/
https://www.law.com/dailyreportonline/author/profile/greg-andrews
https://www.law.com/newyorklawjournal/2025/03/20/lawmakers-from-western-new-york-and-downstate-say-shakeup-of-judicial-districts-is-needed/
https://www.law.com/newyorklawjournal/

MoFo Accused of Dropping Transgender Client Because of Trump DEI
Attacks

LAW.COM

Trump Dealt Blow to FTC's Stature With Purge of Democrats, Ex-
Commissioners Say

CORPORATE COUNSEL

Call for Nominations: Corporate Counsel's Best Legal Departments
2025

CORPORATE COUNSEL

Call for Nominations: The American Lawyer Industry Awards,
Corporate Counsel Best Legal Departments and Litigation
Departments of the Year

THE AMERICAN LAWYER

Latest Trending

Corporate Deal

Casino operator Delaware North has announced that it will merge with Eureka
Entertainment’s Universal Gaming Group into a combined entity called Universal
GEM Gaming. Financial terms were not disclosed. Buffalo, New York-based
Delaware North was counseled by Jones Day. Greenberg Traurig represented...

Read More

Corporate Deal
Sullivan & Cromwell represented SmartBiz (U.S.) in its acquisition of United
Community Bancshares Inc. (U.S.) and its wholly-owned subsidiary, Centrust Bank.
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